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Van Nuys High School Two-Student Team to Represent Los Angeles 

and the Greater Los Angeles New Car Dealers Association at the 

National Auto Tech Competition in New York City!!! 

Over $3.5 Million Dollars in Scholarships & Prizes Awarded to Participants 

 
New York City, New York – April 25, 2011:  Traniece Hill and Shane Sullivan, students at Van Nuys High School in 

Van Nuys, California are representing Los Angeles at the 2011 National Automotive Technology Competition in 

New York City on April 26
th

 and 27
th

.  The students and their high school auto tech teacher, Joe Agruso, are 

sponsored by the Greater Los Angeles New Car Dealers Association (GLANCDA).   

 

The Competition, the auto industry’s largest school-to-work initiative, pits the nation’s best high school 

automotive vocational education students against one another for the title of ‘America’s Top Technician’.   

 

In order to prepare for the National Auto Tech Competition Galpin Ford in North Hills, CA took the GLANCDA 

team under their wings.   Galpin Ford provided over forty internship hours to the student team.  The Ford 

Training Center in La Mirada, CA provided additional support to the teacher and the students.  “Supporting the 

Los Angeles Auto Tech Competition for High School Seniors is a very worthwhile endeavor.  We at Galpin Motors 

are happy to support our community and the youth of our county.  Our contribution to the auto tech competition 

allows us to cultivate the next generation of professional technicians,” said Karl Boeckmann, Galpin Motors Vice-

Precident.  “Traniece and Shane have been engaging, showing a great desire to learn.  We wish them the best of 

luck at the National Competition tomorrow.” Mr. Boeckmann added. 

 

“Galpin Motors philanthropic endeavors include providing scholarships to high-school students in the San 

Fernando Valley who are looking to pursue a post high-school automotive education.” Said Joe Agruso.  Mr. 

Agruso, once a Service Manager at Galpin Ford, has been teaching auto tech education over six years at Van 

Nuys High School.  He has also worked closely with Pierce College in Woodland Hills, CA in creating an 

articulation between his auto tech program, and the college’s automotive department.  Mr. Agruso’s students 

are able to take college credits in English and Math.  Mr. Agruso is passionate about his curriculum and loves to 

watch to his students succeed.  

 

“Mr. Agruso is an amazing teacher, and we are grateful that through him, we are here in New York City to 

compete at the national auto tech competition! We are also deeply thankful for the support we received at 

Galpin Fordm, and GLANCDA for sponsoring us!!” said Traniece and Shane. 

 

The National Finals, held in New York in conjunction with the New York International Automobile Show, are 

possible thanks to the generous contributions of over 125 industry sponsors including automakers, industry 

organizations, OEM suppliers, educational institutions, and dealers associations from across the country.  This year, 

prizes and scholarships totaling more than $3.5 million were awarded to the participants.  Snap-on, the 

Competition’s Official Tool Supplier, provided tool sets to all competitors.  
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“In addition to the valuable prizes and scholarships that these students win, the National Automotive Technology 

Competition is a tremendous opportunity for some of the best students in America to be introduced to various 

automobile manufacturers, auto dealers, auto industry suppliers, and college recruiters,” said Charlie Gill, 

GLANCDA’s Executive Director.  “These students represent the future of the industry and will become the single 

most important link between manufacturer and the consumer.” 

 

“Over the past 20 years the National Automotive Technology Competition has established itself as a leader in 

automotive education, piquing the interest of thousands of students each year.  It gives students the opportunity 

to develop their skills in a fun, competitive, and rewarding environment.  With the increasing use of sophisticated 

technology in cars today as well as an aging work population, it’s critical that the automobile industry attracts 

talented, young minds into this business,” Mr. Gill added. 

 

How the Contest Works 

The rules of the contest are simple. Each team of students is assigned an automobile that is rigged to malfunction 

in a number of ways. Using a repair order with actual customer complaints, the student teams must diagnose and 

repair the problem within the allotted time, using the manufacturer’s specialty tools.  Each “bug” correctly 

diagnosed and repaired is worth a number of points, depending on the level of difficulty.   

 

In addition, the students’ knowledge of emissions control systems, alignment, electrical test equipment, airbag 

components, oscilloscope usage and mechanical measurement equipment is tested during a series of intensive 

work station sessions.  To prepare for the competition, students are trained at local new car dealerships and the 

skills they learn from master technicians prepare them to succeed in the working world.   

 
### 

 

Training the Technicians of the Future: 

Greater Los Angeles New Car Dealers Association provides valuable educational and philanthropic benefits to the 

Los Angeles Community.  The Association believes that involvement with local charitable organizations makes a 

positive difference for everyone involved. 

Los Angeles County is one of the largest retail automotive markets in the world with over 240,000 new vehicles 

sold each year.  Automotive dealers in Los Angeles County have set the standards in innovation and selling.  The 

consumer market in Los Angeles County is one of the most sophisticated and enthusiastic markets out there.  But 

one problem facing the dealers in Los Angeles County is the ever-growing shortage of high-quality technicians to 

repair and maintain the high-volume of vehicles sold each year. 

 

In 1998 the Greater Los Angeles New Car Dealers Association joined other state and metro Associations 

throughout the United States in a program to help encourage young people with an aptitude and passion for 

automotive technology to consider a career in the retail automotive industry.  This program is the Automotive 

Technology Competition for High School Seniors.  
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